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route between New York and New Orle-
ans, designating Chicago as the Na-
tion’s greatest inland port at that
time. While the canal eventually fell
into disuse due to new transportation
methods and routes, in 1982, business
and industry leaders founded the Canal
Corridor Association to help revitalize
the I&M Canal region, and in doing so
created a national model for regional
partnership, conservation, and renewal.

I am proud to say that the I&M Canal
National Heritage Corridor was Amer-
ica’s first charter national heritage
area, being created by an act of Con-
gress in 1984, thanks to the efforts of
former Congressman Tom Corcoran and
former Senator Chuck Percy. For 20
years now, the Federal 1&M Commis-
sion has worked to carry out the mis-
sion of the I&M Canal National Herit-
age Corridor. Its efforts have been par-
ticularly successful during the past 5
years that Phyllis Ellin has provided
strong leadership as the executive di-
rector of the commission.

Since 1984, the I&M Canal National
Heritage Corridor has increasingly be-
come an engine of economic growth in
communities up and down the length of
the corridor, primarily through an in-
crease in tourism, but also in the use of
the corridor for recreational purposes.

I decided to move forward with this
legislation after consulting with local
officials and those most interested and
involved in preserving the heritage of
the I1&M Canal. This private sector ap-
proach contained within my legislation
offers more advantages to handle the
increased workload brought on by the
recent success of the canal and interest
in heritage tourism.

As a result, S. 203 designates the
Canal Corridor Association as the new
management entity of the I&M Canal
Heritage Corridor. The CCA seeks to
enhance economic vitality by raising
awareness of and expanding the parks,
trails, landscapes and historic sites
that make the I&M Canal region a spe-
cial place. They have also successfully
implemented educational programs and
improved the cultural, environmental,
historic, and tourism resources that
the Canal Corridor offers.

Under the leadership of the Canal
Corridor Association, the I&M Canal
Reauthorization will continue to suc-
cessfully educate citizens of the na-
tionally historical importance of the
I&M Canal and to play a pivotal role in
the continued economic development
of our home region. Through the Canal
Corridor Association’s governance, we
will now be able to better enlist private
support for the Canal Corridor and pro-
mote tourism in our home region.

Once again, I would like to thank
Chairman PoMBO and the entire Re-
sources Committee for making sure
this important legislation passes before
we break for the August district work
period. I particularly want to thank
Speaker HASTERT for his assistance and
leadership in this issue as well as
Chairman CRAIG THOMAS in the Senate
for moving forward with this critical
legislation.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MCCARTHY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
U.S. OCCUPATION OF IRAQ

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to speak out of
turn.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, today is
the 162nd time that I have come to the
floor during Special Orders to discuss
the U.S. role in Iraq. Unfortunately,
very little has changed on the ground
in Iraq over the course of these last 3
years and 162 speeches. Unfortunately,
also, official visits to the region by our
administration and those who rep-
resent the United States of America
must still be in secret because the area
is so very, very violent.

Our troops increasingly face snipers,
roadside attacks, ambushes, and impro-
vised explosive devices, IEDs. Bomb-
ings continue to kill and wound nearly
100 Iraq civilians daily, and the coun-
try has slid into a civil war. One thing
that has changed is this, the United
States is now playing the role of occu-
pier.

President Bush claimed that the U.S.
would go into the Iraq conflict as a lib-
erator. These days, the more accurate
statement is that the United States is
an occupier. Our brave men and women
of the Armed Forces have not been
trained or equipped for this very mis-
sion. They are doing the very best they
can under the circumstances, but their
civilian superiors have let them down.
Right now, the best way to support our
troops is to set forth a plan to bring
them home.

In light of all of this, tomorrow sev-
eral of my colleagues and I will intro-
duce a bill that will revoke the Presi-
dent’s Iraqi war powers. This legisla-
tion, the Iraq War Power Repeal Act of
2006, will return the war powers for
Iraq back to Congress, back where our
Founding Fathers intended.

According to the President, all major
war combat was completed just 6
months after Congress authorized the
use of force. In fact, he said this while
standing aboard an aircraft carrier be-
fore a banner reading ‘‘Mission Accom-
plished.” Therefore, the United States
has no longer been at war since that
statement of his 6 months into the war,
but rather carrying out an occupation
with absolutely no end in sight. The
American and the Iraqi people want
the United States troops out of Iraq;
they want them home where they be-
long.

Over the objections of many House
and Senate Members 3% years ago, the
House voted to support the war in Iraq.
We did not vote to support an occupa-
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tion in Iraq. That is why our goal to-
morrow, Mr. Speaker, is to have the
congressional leadership allow an up-
or-down vote on the occupation. I urge
all of my colleagues to cosponsor the
Iraq War Powers Repeal Act of 2006 to
end this madness once and for all, to
stand up for our troops, to bring them
home.
——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SHAYS addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

THE PROTECTION AND EVACU-
ATION OF AMERICAN CITIZENS
FROM THE MIDDLE EAST CON-
FLICT

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to speak out of turn.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Illinois
is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, the Nation
has been focused on the war declared
by Hezbollah against Israel this past
week. And while most of the media fo-
cused on stories of the conflict in Israel
or Lebanon, they have not covered an
aspect of the story critical to our fel-
low citizens, the protection and evacu-
ation of American citizens from this
conflict.

On the day that Hezbollah started
this war, we estimated that there were
over 20,000 Americans in Lebanon.
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I want to first commend our ambas-
sador in Lebanon and the U.S. embassy
team in Beirut for rapidly assembling
the plans and data on the Americans to
be saved. The U.S. Government regu-
larly plans and sometimes executes
what is called a noncombatant evacu-
ation operation, or NEO in Pentagon
parlance, to rescue Americans abroad.
The scale of the Lebanese NEO was
very, very large. This operation, as-

sembled on very short notice, re-
sponded remarkably to a rapidly
changing, massive movement of our

fellow citizens.

Some of the unsung heroes of the
Lebanon NEO are the men and women
of the United States Navy and Marine
Corps. I want to give special thanks to
the crews of the USS Nashville, the USS
Trenton, and the USS Whidbey Island.
Along with the merchant vessel Orient,
the crews of these U.S. navy vessels
rescued thousands of Americans from
Lebanon over the last several days.
The crews of these ships were backed
by U.S. Marines flying helicopters to
save the people in most urgent need.

I also want to thank the men and
women of the U.S. Transportation
Command who arranged military air-
lifts for Americans living in Cyprus,
and now Turkey, to complete their
trips home to the U.S.A.
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